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Eldridge:

‘Sure, You

Can Quote Me’

By Mary Klemanski

His name is, ‘*Clifton,”* but
everyone calls, him, ¢Hank,”
Ferndale City Commissioner
Eldridge will answer to either,

Eldridge is the newly ap=
pointed vocational education di
rector for Hazel Park public
schools, He will direct
programs in the high school,
junior high, and vo-ed center
on Martin Road and Woodward
Heights,

He has been a sales repre-
sentative for Howard and Smith,

¢'There is more money in
selling,” Eldridge admits, “and
frankly, 1 like Jim Smith as a
friend and as a boss, I am
taking this opportunity to get
back into education as a career
because of the particular situae-
tlon in Hazel Park under a
particular man, "’

This could only be Dr. wil-
fred D, Webb, Hazel Park’s
superintendent of schools;
labled by many as Michigan's
most outstanding vislonary in
the fleld of education,

#You guessed it,’” Eldridge
jumped, ¢ regard him as THE
man in education, The chanceto
work again with him was more
than could be resisted,

L

‘‘SURE, you can quote me,
That is certainly not a contro=
versial statement, Everyone
knows f{t. I worked under Dr,
Webb at the old Lacey School
on John R and Nine Mile when
it was a junfor high school and
he was the principal,’’ Eldridge
explained,

1 taught math and sclence

for two years at Lacey, and
was in special education under
Marta Jardon for two years
more. After that, there was a
stint of seven years in Oak
Schools,’’
Eldridge taught shop, science
and math in Oak Park; was
promoted to director of adult
education, and finally became
the district’s assistant superin-
tendent,

His responsibilities included
child accounting; supervision of
building construction~-during
Oak Park’s bhooming growth
period==and direction of the
non«professional persomnnel,

In all, he spent 11 years

i
A DEVOTED father,

directly in the field beforeturn=
ing to management for Howard
and Smith (an educational equip~
ment suppller); sales work with
McGregor Manufacturing in
Birmingham of jet engine and
missile hardware; and finally
back to Howard and Smithe-
in sales,
¥ % %

“HAZEL PARK is fortunate
to get a man with such wide
experience in teaching, admini-
stration and the practical side ot
vocational training equipment,™
said Dr. Webb,

“He is a hard worker and
knowledgeable in many areas
of concern. He has an especial-
ly good rapport with young peo=
ple, and is personally sold on
vocational education,’’Dr, Webb
explained,

A devoted family man,
Eldridge is the father of two
sons and two daughters~-Bride
get, 17; Colleen, 13; Dennis,
11; and Kerry, almost eight,

Wife Katy is a second grade
teacher at Wanda School, also
in the Hazel Park district.

A working Commissioner,
Eldridge Is a member of the
City’s important Ordinance
Commission; the Highway Com=-
mittee; and the Michigan Muni=
eipal League,

‘‘Hank’’ says he enjoys fish=
ing with the children, an oc=
casional bowling match, a hall
game, Or movie,

U

“BUT 1 DO not have any
hobbies In the strictest sense
of the term ' he admits in his
homespun drawl, ¢/I cantot make
a fetish of something, While
1 hate to imply that being a
Commissioner is a ‘hobby’-=
it may sound as i{f I do not
take the positlon seriously,
which I certainly do=~~actually
attending the Monday mgaetings

{6 about’'the only actiVity <to A

which 1 will commit myself in
advance.

‘] am not a joiner by nature,?’
Eldridge confided, *“although I
did join the Ferndale Elks Club
about eight months ago, and
have found it to be interesting,'?

The fam'ly has lived at 479
West Oakridge f{for several

years, before that on Pearson»w
for a total of
Ferndale,

18 years in

Cliffton Eldridge stands on the

ground as son Kerry tries out the former shop Teacher's

slightly crooked tree house.

Eldridge, who climbed to

assistant superintendent of Qak Park Schools, left educa-

tion seveml years ago to enter a career in sales.

He

will assume duties as lazel Park’s vocational education

director shortly.

He has heen a resident of Ferndale for

18 years;, was employed in the Hazel Park district for
four years early in his career,
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Turner Wins Point

by Mary Klemanski

Monday’s Commission was
beginning to look much iike a
tired re~-run of the previous
week’s fracas, when City At=
torney Robert A, Turner saved
the day.

Old nemesls, Alfred Pacey of
418 East Cambourne was hurling
charges at the soft-spoken law -
yer with staccato tempo.

f‘He tore up a warrant that
cost me $50 to have sworn,”
Pacey polnted toward Turner,

“That,” stated Turner, ‘‘is
not true.”

‘‘He 1is a ticket-fixer ., . ."

“That is not true,’”” Turner
said.

“He threw me in jail for no
reason ¢« .., .. ."

"That is not true,”” Turner
corrected,

“He called me a,..,..”

“That,” injected Turner
hastlly, *is true,”

At this writing, scoring is
somewhat difficult, but Turner
definitely won the last peint,

L I ]

PACEY TOOK the floor after
the last item on the agenda was
closed === as he had done the
previous week --- and began
his lrade by asking the Cliy

Manager to ‘‘tell the Commis~ -

slon what | told you today {n
your office.”

J. Willlam Little was having
none of that,

“You tell the Commisston
what you told me today in my
office,” he countered,

The irate citizen claimed
there bad been a little run=in
with the Ferndale poltce, and
a patrolman had called Pacey
a, “faidbird,”

H it did happen that way, one
muast admit the officer really
knows how to hurt a guy, Pacey
is highly sensitive about his
jall record, acquived on an as-
sault and tattery conviction,

He redterated for Commis-

sioners that he was, *framed,’’

“The withess did not see me
hit the woiman in Ferndale, but
he saw me hit her in Pontiac,””
Pacey fumed, Freely translated,
this means Pacey’s contentlon
the witness changed his story
between the Ferndale Municipal
Court hearing, and the Pontfac
Clrcuit Court hearing, a matter
which Is easily checked by look=
{ng at the Courts’ records,

. o %

“BESIDES,’" Pacey expound-
ed, ‘'someone in the sheriff’s
department stole my property
while I was locked up,”

This quick changing of subject
is a Pacey trademark, and one
which keeps any audience on its
toes, There was a noticeable

Meeting dates of the
‘Femdale City Commission -
have been revised for the
summer months, _
~ The Commission will
meet July 10 and 24, Sub-.
sequent meetings are set
for Aug, 7 and 21.
© weekly meetings will
resume Sept. 11,

quickening ol interest
spectators,

“What  property?’  asked
Commissioner Thomas O’'Don-
oghue, wide eyed, and claborate-
ly innocent,

“My personal  property,”
hedged the slight whiplash,

“You will bhave to be more
specific than that,”” answered
O'Denoghue, a0t quite able to
conceal a siile,

“You kuow what propertyl”
Pacey shouted,

“Well, now, Mr, Pacey, you
cannet come 10 here and imake
such off<hand charges. You will

(continued oun page J3)
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A BRAYE MAN, Dave Burns, was al times only a few
feet away from tons of volatile alcohol stored In these
Reichold tanks, Burns kept a steady stream of water on
the surrounding area to prevent possible explosion. It
worked, Photos by Gary Gertley and Russ Pfeiffer.

FERNDALE

OF
YESTERYEAR

by Maurice Cole

When one sees taday the busts
ling activity at Ferndale's main
intersection, Woodward Avenue
and Nine Mile Road, it is
difficult to realize that a few
short years before this was
all open farm land,

Although the farm at the
southwest corner of this intere
section had been subdivided
prior to that at the northwest
corner, we have seen that the
first commercial und oflice
butlding to be constructed here
was the Dadder Building, at the
northwest corner,

At approximately the same
time that Mr., Badder crecled
the Badder Building there was
activity at the southwest corney
of this fntersection, too, A {vl-
low townsman of Mr, Badder in
Highland  Park, Thomis W,
Aston, had also seen the pos-
sibilities of the North Woodward
arey, and he, too, had buit 2
small real estale oftice here,
In Greenwood Park, at the south-
west corner of this same inters-
seetion,

¥ % K
WE ILLUSTRATE o view of
the  entire Nine Mile Roads

Woodward Avenue intersection,
taken from just in front of the
old Ferndale school building,
now oceupied by the Board of
Education for s offices, The
building at the right s the
Anderson Real state oftice,
West, across Woodward Avenue,
in the center of the pleture,
appears the small Badder veal
estate office as it looked prior
to the cerection of the Badde
Blding,

To the left of the pleture,

Chief Commends
Men, Local Firms

by Mary Klemanski

Nothing i{s more fearful --
or more fasclnating -- than a
fire, People will drop every-
thing to chase a fire engine,
even in this dayandage ofulira~
sophistication,

To a farm girl, who was
raised in the tradition of fol-
lowing the volunteer fire de~
partmoent in order to man a
bucket brigade, the Clty resi.
dent’s practice of going along
just to enjoy the scenery is a
little offensive.

Frankly, they get in the way,

Wednesday morning, at the
Reichold Chemical fire, llttle
girls in night gowns, house-
wives and motorists milled a~
round asking Insane questlons,
such as, ‘Is there a fire?
in the face of black smoke and
fumes billowing 30 feet in the
air, Dut 1t 1s all part of the
fire-fighting business, as s
keeping spectators from getting
close to a possible explosion
site,

x %X %
THE PRESENCE of such

firms as Relchold, which store
volalile materials, are a con-
stant worry to members of the
firefighting department, but
Chief william McMurray re-
ports that all maintain highly
effective safety programswith~
in their own organizations,
““This is the first major fire
atl Reichold in 12 years,’”” Me~
Murray said, ‘'Ethyl Corpora-
tlon and Gage Products are two

-other examples-of fiyms which -

keep a close check on thelr own
safety problems,

“Although there have beenno
deaths In the department due to
fire situations in the 20 years
of my experience -- as Chief,
1 am always worrled about the
safety of my men, That is the
primary concern during one of
these chemical fires, where
anything can happen, in spite of
intelligent efforts to prevent it,

““Dave DBurns, up on that
aerial ladder, didatremendous
job, It Is a real pleasure to see
a pro in actton, If not for him,
ihe large reservoir containing
alcobol might have exploded,

* k%

“WHEN YOU see a fellow
doing a good job under the most
trying conditions -~ wasting no
motion -- you really appreciate
his ability,’” the Chief con-
tended,

He might have added, for an

unusual display Ih human cours,
age; but that would not be striot-
ly true,

Firemen are that way,

His appraisal of Burns was
shared by many, albeit not so
well qualified to judge, It was
easy to see how firemen got
the nickname, ‘‘Smokeater,”
while watchlng the shadowy
form through thick smoke and
fumes, never wavering with the
water barage whnile choking,
coughing and gesping for alr,

““The company’s fire walls
and doors stood them {n good
stead,” said the Chief, ‘‘This
could have been much worse,

It took the Ferndale depart-
ment about an hour to bring
the fire under control, with the
help of three pumpers and the
aerial trucky plus a truck and
ﬁve firemen from Royal Onk,

*

IT WAS, apparently, a fire-
man's ﬁre, The Chiels from
Royal Oak and Birmingham; and
the assistant chief from Royal
Oak were out to watch the
actlon,

McMurray says the fire
seems to have started in the
plant whlch houses a test sam-
ples lab, The Reichold employese
who was (njured «-= James An-
derson of Royal Oak -~ will
shed more light on the causp
when he is able to talk,

Damages have not been es-
timated, The calls came inover
telephone and alarm VYox &t
8:46 Wednesday morning,

Yeli, Yeh, Yeh -~ Live bands
will be playing at all of the teen
dances to be held in the Clty's
parks onthe magle squares, The
first dance will be 8-10 p,m,
Wednesday, July G at Harding
Park,

The ‘‘Sons of Sound'' will
liven things up by providing the
beat, They have played at local
teen spots and recently parti-
cipated in the * Battle of the
Deat’’ at Cobo Hall,

When the ‘‘Sons of Sound”’
take a few minutes rest, an-
other group from Ferndale,
““The Avengers'' will take over
to keep thadancers entertained,

This fs the first of four teen
dances to be offered during the
summaer, Dances will be held
every two weeks,

Busthng Actwlty
Belies Farm Origin

south across Nine Mile Road,
can he seen the Aston real
estate offtce, with a portion of
the big ‘“‘Aston’” sign faintly
visible In the rear,

(This picture was taken about
1918, The gentleman approach-
ing the &chool house is the
superintendent of schools, Cline
ton J, Mulholland, He had been
émployed in the school system
since 1914, but resigned as
superintendent early in 1919
because of {11 health,

School chikdren can be secen
playing on a patch of ice in

[

SUPERINTENDENT Clinten .
In the center hackground is the Badder Read Fstate office where the Federal
Store building is now located, and in the left rear (s the
with Wis large sign visible
on the ice where the trerndale
right, across Nine Mile Road,
lege of Beauty 1s pow located,

school

Aston,

the center of the picture, The
grove of young trees, with the
curving sidewalk leading to the
front of the school Lutlding, was
a famillar and faverite spot in
the early days of the village,
Here it was that band concerts,
pittriotic rallies and other coms=
munity activities were held even
before Ferndale became a vil-
lage.)
* & ¥
WITHIN THREL
George D, Badder had been
granted permission by the
village conumission to move his

weeks after

&

Mulholland approaching

is the ald Anderson Real
1967

small frame office to the rear
of his proporty to permit the
construction of a new and per=
manent building, bhis Highland
Park competitor, Thomas W,
Aston, was granted similarper=
mission to move ‘his small
office to the rear of his new
building,’ to front on Rockwell,
which was the official name of
West Nine Road at this time,

Under the provisions of the

permission to move the butlding,

it was stipulated that My, Aston

could use the old bullding for
(continued on page 2)

.
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the entritiice ta Ferndale

real estate office of ‘Thomas
The central area shows school children playiong
Center Bullding is now loc

ated  the building at the

state oflice where theCol-

Yoh, Yoh, Yoh . |
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