“ Documenting Ferndae” from Pg. 2

Homes on St. Louis, her own stred, were the first to recéve Dian€' s attention. By examining city
direaories and City Hall records, some dating as far bac as Ferndale' s ealiest days, she was able
to construct, for ead address ownership reards from a building’s construction to the present
day. To date, she has recorded the ownership histories of all structures on Ferndale's west wide
and those dong eadh side of Woodwvard and Nine Mile. She is now working on the dty’s east
side, currently on University. The fascination d the entire projea for Diane? Tradng the ups
and davns of Ferndale's development as refleded in the home ownership changes in good and
bad ecnamic times. The number of Ferndale residents who lost their homes during the
Depresson bu whaose names, several yeas later, regopea as owners of the same houwse is, she
says, a testament to the resili ence of Ferndale residents dating from the dty’s ealiest days.

As aresult of Diane's diligence, some 68 volumes listing the ownership sequence of Ferndale
residencesare now on file a the Museum. Arranged by stred, then address, these volumes
ceememnmnmnmn=nenene  AlOW reseachers to trace in ore organized informationresource the
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Fire Fighting and Ferndale History

Grassfiresin open fields and marshy bogs were a oncernto ealy
190G pioneeas living in wood howses in what wasto become
Ferndale. Soon,for fire protedion, these residents relied, for afeg
onthevoluntee firedepartment formed in 1908 ly the Vill age of
Royal Oak. By 1913 the Village of Fernddehad arganized its
own voluntee department. But not until 1918,when popuation hed
readed 1,600and a dty charter and bond jpssed, dd Ferndale form
an dficia fire department. Itsfirst equipment. atwo-whed cart
hoding a40-gallon soda and add chemica tank; norecordsindicae where it was kept or how it was
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ped. By 1919, anew fire engine, named the “Potato Bug” (presumably for
itslooks), was aqquired. It was housed in the Vill age President’ s garage on' W.
Saratoga--along with his chickens--until 1920when afire hall was built at 135
E. NineMile. To provide alditional fire and emergency medicd servicesto a
growing city popuation,a branchfire stationwas built farther east on Nine
Mile in 1929. A new heaquarters was built, onLivernais, in 1957. Some
ime fire diefshave overseen the Department; their staffs ranging from one
manin 1918 47,in 1967 to 32,in 2002. “Queaie,” a mutt who “showed up
enday” in 1937and stayed for yeas, wasthe Department’sonly “official”

do

Fire Department challenges have included varied fire, medicd, and pdice
emergencies. Amongthe more memorable fires: various warehouse, chemicd
Ignt, and lumberyard conflagrationsin east sideinduwstrial areas (193G and
epond); Federal Department Store, 1943 plane aash, Roasevelt Park, 1946
State Pading House Market and S & C Diner, 1947 Carey Shoes, 1953 and
the Kar Nut Co. (1953and againin 197). In 1961, the Minser's Garage
explosion. In the 197G the Hedges Wigwam and Muskie Bay fires. Inthe

1980the train acddent at the Detroit Zoo, injuring 22 people; and the Rialto
Restaurant tragedy requiring pali ce sharpshoders and fire department ladders
to asdst emergency crewsin reading agunman’s injured victims. Andin the

199@ealy 200Gs. the Bangkok Expressand One Stop Deli fires.
Continued on pg 2



“Fire Fighting” fromPg. 1

Reaoord fires have included that in the Ostrander Building, 1975, which utimately destroyed
amost al of the north side of Nine Mile's business district. The Fire Department’s “best
customer” ever was the Reichold Chemicd Co., which, from 19221988, recorded 93fires. The
best proteded fire the Department ever fought was that in 1959at Detroit Bank & Trust--
encircled by pdice with submachine guns as firefighters fought the blaze. And Ferndale’s most
ironic fire? GM’s landmark AC Sparkplug bill board, Woodward at Eight Mile, feauring the
“world's largest sparkplug” beneah which scrolled an eledronic message: Home Fires Are
Costly. The sign caught firein 1971. End d the world' s largest sparkplug.

House fires have far outnumbered industrial and commercial fires over the yeas. Causes
have ranged from “sportaneous combustion” to urettended candes, eledricd problems, and a
dog knocking over a spaceheder. Yet two of Ferndale's most horrific home fires remain the
Belcher case, on Hazelhurst, 1965,in which five children and their mother died; the husband
later charged with arson and murder; andthe Yaple cae, onW. Troy, 1992,in which afamily of
five perished; a Christmas treewas blamed, bu doulis linger as to why the family was unable to
escape.

Ferndale's fire department, from the dty’s ealy days of grassfires concerns to today’s
hazardous materials and Homeland Seaurity chall enges, has remained a lealer in training, state-
of-the-art equipment, and service Whether walking into fires at risk to themselves, rescuing a
fire victim from a burning roof, aiding a heat attad victim, delivering a baby, or resuscitating
Waldo, a cd foundin the Bangkok Expressfire, Ferndale fire fighters have aproudrecord. And
the Department remains, to date, ore of the few cities—-of any size in the U.S.--to have had a
comprehensive and thoroughly readable acount of its history pulished, Capt. Roger Schmidt’s
Tough & Nails, a title which indeed charaderizes Ferndale firefighters through the past eight

decales. *Information source for this article: Capt. Roger Schmidt, Toughas Nails: A History of the Ferndale Fire Department. Published by
the Ferndde Historical Scriety, 2004 448 p Photographs. Foreword by radio/TV persondity Cynthia Bruce Canty, whose father, Milton Bruce, was a
captain in the Department.

Documenting Ferndale’ s Housing Stock: ProgressReport

Diane O’ Nseill, long-time Museum voluntea, enthusiasticadly continues the task
faradng the ownership history of Ferndale' shouses, orne by one. She began
thisendeavor in 1995 at the behest of Gerry Kulick, Historica Society charter
member and dficer, who suggested that Ferndal e history would na be complete
uit a comprehensive record o the “sequence of owners’” of Ferndale houwsing

stock was compil ed. Continued on bak page.

“ A Walk Down Nine Mile” fromPg. 3

Outside of the Library, under a front window, is a gray inlaid marker designating the locaion o
Ferndale's 100yea Time Capsule, 19762076. And at the bad of the Library is a small grotto,
complete with benches, a tile mural, and anamental grasses, constructed by the Ferndale Arts
Commisgon in memory of its member Ellen Schmidt; under the Library’s rea window is a gray
inlaid marker over the site of Ferndale’' s 25-yea Time Capsule, 19932018

On Nine Mile, aaoss from the Library, is the site of Ferndale's first church, St. Paul’s United
Methodst Church, bult in 1917. The Historicd Society is in the process of obtaining historic
status designation for this building (which still houses a church denomination). Badk aaossNine
Mile, next to the Library, the State of Michigan has already designated Ferndale’s first schod,
built in 1915(later the dty’sfirst pubic library; now privately owned), as an historic site.

Moving to the Woodwvard median, south side, a Ferndale resident sees a monument inscribed We
shall neve forget the grateful memory of brave men o this area who hare given their lives for
their courtry. Presented to the people of Ferndde by MOMS d America, Ferndde Unit 23, 1951
On the median’s north side is a large bouder inscribed In apgedation, Ferndade' s Adopt-a Tree
Sporsors and listing 13 contributors. (Adjacent to this steis the propcsed locaion d the replice
of the Crow’s Nest, Ferndale 192Gs traffic signal, to be built in 2005)

Procealing up Nine Mile, through the business district (alert to sidewalk Ferndde insignias
imbedded at intervals), the estwhile walker finds, at the corner of Planavon, the Schiffer
Memoria Park, with benches, a drinking fourtain, and a bouder honaing Henry A. Schiffer,
former mayor.

Farther up Nine Mile, at the north Livernois corner, is a bouder
designating the origina site of Lincoln High Shod, 19201976
a marker Ereded by Joe and Barbara Mahan to Comnemorate
the 50th Reunion,Class of June 1944. And a few steps down
Livernois at Nine Mile is Ferndae’'s new Memorial park, a quiet
place impresdve with monuments listing those Ferndale residents
who gave their lives in ou nation's conflicts. World War |, World
War II, Korea Viet Nam, and Irag.

Time needed for a “tour” of Nine Mil €' s historicd site, memorials, and public at locations:
45 minutes.
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| Got some spare time? How abou volunteaing at the Museum? |
| Mondays, Saturdays, or any days? All sorts of skill sare welcome. Lots of

oppatunitiesto lean abou your town, past and present! |
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A Walk Down Nine Mile:
Ferndale sHistoric Site Markers, Memorials, and Public Art

A threeblock Nine Mile walk, City Hall west to Livernais, reveds sghts that tourists might find
intriguing but Ferndale residents often ignore. Maybe areview isin order.

Paying a water bill at City Hall becomes a nole ded if, at the heal of the stairs, a Ferndale
resident natices George Washington, proclamation in hand, annourcing (his troops in the wintery
badkground: You harein acommnon cause fough andtriumphed together. The independenceand
liberty you passessare the work of joint effort of comnon dangrs, sufferings andsuccesses.

This mural, painted by artist Vincent A. Lipovsky, was commissoned by the Ferndale Kiwanis
Club,in hona of the nation’s bicentennial anniversary, 1976.And ouside the City Hall front doar,
in front of the bike radk, andinlaid in cement is an oval insignia of Ferndde, a pattern repeaed in
some nine other sidewak locdions aong either side of Nine Mile between City Hal and
Livernois. Thislogo was designed by locd artist David Leannais as part of the refurbishing of the
Nine Mile corridor in the ealy 199Gs.

Next doa to City Hall, at the Public Library, and visible in the library’s front window, is
Ferndale’'s only work by Marshall M. Fredericks, the sculptor famous for Detroit’s Sgrit of
Detroit and Royal Oak’'s Star Dream. The Ferndale Kiwanis Club puchased the Fredericks
rendering of a mother bea and her cub sitting badck-to-badk as a gift to the Boys & Girls of

Ferndde in honao of the opening of the new Ferndae Public Library, 1954
Continued onPg.5

PleaseSeach Your Memory and Your Scrapbodk!

Threepuzzes you may be &le to answer: (1) The Museum staff is dill | ooking for information
about and pictures of the Dipsy Doaodle, the popuar Ferndale drive-in restaurant of the 1950¢s
“cruisin’ days.” (2) A realer asks. Does anyone remember “a coude of open bowling lanes
installed on Woodward on either College, University, or Hazelhurst soon after the war
(WWII)? Becauseof the weaher they didn't last
long.” And (3) can you povide information
abou thememorial obelisk on the Woodward
median, 1945 shown in the phaograph to the
right? Spedficdly, what happened to it after
the War?

These ae three queries that Museum staff have
been urebleto answer. If you have any information
--realledions, phdographs, memorabili a-- onany
of these topics, please mntad the Museum staff at
2485457606. They and Museum visitors will be
grateful for your help.
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[To the Editor]:

The dhaotic condtions that exist in the halls and the intermisson period between classes have
been very naticedle. The bumping, fighting, and running cause much troude. There is also
anather condtion which is very unrecessry. That is the ever-present group d girls and even
boys who persist in walking in formation davn the hall and preventing others from going on their
way. The comments of different teaders concerning this have nat been very commendable. . . .

[Sgned Students’ Protedorate]

From The Lincolnian, [Lincoln High hod newpaper]
Thursday, March 31, 1938
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