loot confiscated from the Purple Gang, 192G of the Ferndde

y A chair from Hedge's Wigwam (restaurant) Swhiﬁ%’da:je e Newsletter of the Ferndale Historical Society
y 1 d only 14 aigina prints ever made from

%7<28', 1¥.12: 7+,6 Historical Designation N\ 7
Amongthe Museum's colledions are: These plagues, " 4
y A phao o Ferndale pdiceofficersin front of in the shape . J
“Preserving the heritage®™®™Ferndale for future generations’

i ring, 2005 Val. 22
the famous phaograph o the raising of the leftering and . o =Ll
flag on Mt. Surabadhi, Iwo Jima, WW Ii above the words * Historical Sciety,

designate the yer a howe was built. /| RVW ( QV‘V—' LWLQP HQW O HQ XHV

y Lir_'C_OIn High Sf:hOd yeabodf, 1929 They are made of cast aluminum to
y gl\?e'_r:il (rie;;c;gn fromthe Dipsy Doode withstand Michiganwinters. Fishing, svimming, and ice skating in the marshy areas of what was to become
_ Cost: $85.00 Ferndale were popuar pastimesfor theregion's ealy settlers. These adivities were

y Frontpage, New York Herald, April 15, 1865, abruptly curtailed when workers, attraded to the aea by Henry Ford's offer of
annoureing Lincoln’s assassnation Avail able at the Historical Museum $3 day for work at his Highland Park plant in 1914, qickly began to build houses

S —— in even Ferndale’ shoggiest areas. But new entertainment passhiliti es sonappeaed.

OXVHXP +RXUV 1 Coming Soon: By 1921the Ferndale Theaer had opened, showing “the best of Hollywood? Polo was played

: Z:O%aﬂ%ag‘;wl www.Ferndal eHistorica Society.org on the grounds of the Hough estate, Nine Mile/Pineaest corner, in the ealy 192(s. By 1931 a

2 o by appaintment The official website of the Ferndale Historica Society will be adivein stablewasin ogat_l on onthe west side of Pmegeﬁ nea Emwell, an areawhich by the 194G had

: (248 5457606 - the next few months — be sure to chedk us out when we're up and runring. beame agolfe_rs dr_'V' ng range. In 1937the Radio City Thee_ter

SersrsnsEnrnn opened, feauring first-run movies-- and an added attradion,

“air - condtioning,” from a well dug deg underground that
supdied water that sprayed over the slightly domed theaer rodf,
codling thethedre on even the hottest summer days. Briefly

) RUQBBH RIS REHW in the ealy 194G, the Ferndale Miniature Theare Group,
[ MURY uncer the leaership of drama madh June Byers, had a small
) U@BI0 1HKJIDD theder on the west side of Woodvard rea Bredkenridge,

next doa to the eas famous restaurant, the White Cruiser.
Open-air bowling (feaher bowling) was played onWoodward
in the block between University and East Hazelhurst, in the
mid - 194G, this “bowling on the green” lasted ory a
yea, utimately succumbing to Michigan weaher. Ferndale
Reaeaion Bowling, which opened in the 19405 and lasted some
20 yeas, was locaed upstairs over an ice gean parlor, The
Spat, a popuar teenage hangout, in a businessbuilding at 172
West Nine Mile, west of the dley nea Woodwvard.

Television, econamics, popuation shifts, and changing owners and tastes meant that all of these
oncepopuar entertainment venues, with few exceptions, becane only fond Ferndale memories. Y et
films are still shown at the Magic Bag, the former Ferndale Theaer, and bavling endures, now at
Luxury Lanes.

In addtion to various Archives surces, information for this article was suppied by seveal Saiety members and friends, including Sylvia Thomas, Stanley Marsh, Ray White, anc

" Pr%erV| ng the herlta% Of Fer ndd e for future gener at| OnS" Dick Williams. A spedal tharks to Wally Beass for asking if there “ really was open-air bowling onWoodward.” Crow's Nest readers: Please let us know if you can recall any
. . . other lost Ferndale entertainment venues.
Ferndde Historical Scriety
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Concentrated city interest in formally preserving Ferndale history dates from Decanber 197:
when the City Courcil appdnted the “Ferndale Historicd Study Commisdon’--at a time when
the future of an historic Ferndale property, the Wdcome Campbell House on Hilton, was in
guestion. Ultimately the dty was unable to acquire neither the Campbell property, or the pionee
Willi s Hough howse, Nine Mile/Pineaest, for a museum. But efforts to preserve locd history
cortinued. By 1977 the new Ferndale Historicd Society had been initiated; by 1979 the
Canadian Legion bulding had been dorated to the dty: by 1981the dty had leased the buil ding
to the Society for amuseum. Cost to the Society: $1.00annually.

“Preserving Ferndal€'s heritage for future generations’ becane the museum staff’ s guiding
principle for museum volunteas. Museum coll edions were informally aayuired and naminally
caaloged: “Owned by a Ferndale resident, or related to Ferndale history” were the only
aquisition requirements. The first doretion, Item #A, recorded in 1984, was a display case
originally from Willi ams Dry Goods Store (320 W. Nine Mile, nea Planavon), contributed by
Charles Growe, owner of the Fashion Center (same aldress. In subsequent yeas, the museum
aquired thousands of vintage atifads of all descriptions, toals, letters, maps, clippings, and

Officers

hundeds of one-of-akind phaographs-—-all the best of a fantastic granny’s
closet--exemplifying life in Ferndale. Taken together, these items now present

ngLQm a graphic picture of our community and its residents over the past 100 yeas.
vicePresdent | This unique olledion is of ever-increasing interest to visitors, due to State of
Roger Semidt | Michigan efforts to emphasize locd history, the recent designation o
PhWisHi(lil Woodwvard as a National Scenic Highway, and the pubicity for southeastern
e | Michigan commuriti es generated by the Dream Cruise. In this past yea alone,
Jean Spang the museum has had visitors from various parts of the United States and even
Rewrding Saetary . .. . . !
Chris Cole England, in addition to Michigan residents.
Ne’af;“igﬁgm Preserving this valuable olledion for residents and researchers aike is now
D“;Ve‘l’fﬂ%u of prime importance  Accordingly, severa graduate students in the
Historian Information Sciences/Archives program at Wayne State University have begun
N | to professondly organize and catalog Ferndale Historicd Museum haldings,
up CKenMi"_Ef ; Plans are that, through grants and/or private means, the entire Museum
S Mikeavay | colledion, beginning with its phatographs, will be digitized and entered on
BoaddDiredors | ine, readily accessble through a dedicated web site
Eleaor Midke | tO @ wider audience than ever before. W~ " 7=~~~ == "7 =~~~ I
My White 1 DON'T FORGET ... 1
“Mees | Cranmy woud be flabbergasted! | Historicd Society membership
Thoras Barwin I renewals are due on I
rank Flores .
I Memoria Day 2005. I

| # i OAI#2 /12 #" #21leeNg®2< |

South of Nine Mile and West of Pineaest [along the Oak Park border] in the erly
19305, no homes, no businesss, just grave roads and swamps.

What a placefor young boysto play cowboys and Indians. Plenty of brush, and pahs
were known to avoid the swamp and quicksand here and there.

One yar these bogs caught on fire (underground peat bogs) and theyburned slowly for
sevaal years.

Now the playing was real fun as one @uld run and hidein the smoke but of course on
occasion one would cough alittle. Used to take with us a lunch and quickly it was learned to
bury the oold hot dogs in the smoky swamp ground and in abaut an hour the hot dogs would be,
not hot, but warm to eat.

The gang really took cowboys and Indians sriously. Oneday | actually took an arr ow;
was hurt and passed out, but survived.

- Bill Rodgers, Jr., “Memories,” in Old Timers Tell It Likelt Was, Ruth Rodgers EImers,
June Waugh Kotlarek, Gerry Kulick (Editor). Ferndale Historicd Society, 1987, p. 146.

Proposed Amendment To Our Constitution

At its April 2 Board meding a propcsal was made to add an amendment defining the use of the
Museum buil ding to the Society’s constitution. The language would read:

The buil ding which houses the Ferndde Historical Museum shall not be used by an
individud, group, @ orgarization aher thanthe Ferndde Historical Scciety for any
pupaose, urlessapproved by the Board of the Ferndde Historical Sciety.

A final vote onthe aldition d this Amendment to the Society’ s Constitution will be taken at the
board meding, Saturday, May 28, 2005at | pm. All Ferndale Historicd Society members are
invited to attend.

Jumping Into A Life Net

Just in case you reed to know - but you redly don't sincethey aren’t used anymore - here’ s how to
jumpinto alife net. 1.Jumping into alife net isthe last resort. If you have time andit looks as if
the firemen will read you with a ladder, wait. 2. Wait for the firemen's ggnal to jump even
though you may seethe life net below. 3. Stretch out your arms towards your toes as you jump
andtry to land onyour hipsin ajadk-knife position.
- Capt. Roger Schmidt, ToughAs Nails: A History Of The Ferndde
Fire Department. Ferndale Historicd Society, 2004 p. 96.



Hat Pins and History:
A Tributeto a Sgdal Friend d Ferndde

The Society extends sncere mnddences to the family of
Ruth Elmers. Ruth, who passed away November 2, 2004,
wasoneof the darter members of the Ferndale Historicd
Society and then along-time Museum voluntee -- dating from
thedaysin the 197G when she was a member of the wre
group who initiated the Museum and later organized its
ispliays. The daughter of the late Wi am Rodgers, locd

aphadst and owner of Rodgers Dutch Mill, Ferndale's
landmark restaurant of the 192Gs and ealy 193Gs, Ruth had first-hand knowledge of the
phenomenal growth of our community for a greder part of the 20th century. This was a
knowledge she enthusiasticdly shared with many a visitor to the Museum on Saturdays or in
myriad phore cdls from locd history reseachers throughou the week. Her “other” hobly was
colleding vintage hat pins, an item whose history, she said, starkly refleded the danging role of
women in American society.

Retired as attendance officer at Ferndale High Schod, Ruth devoted courtless hous to
reseaching and recording Ferndale history, and pubished, along with her Society coll eagues,
June Kotlarek and Gerry Kulick, Old Timers Tell It Like It Was, a compendium of
reminiscences of long-time Ferndale residents. In addition to her weekly work at the Museum,
Ruth spent the last two yeas of her life working with three oll eagues in reseaching and writing
Drayton Dimensions in Time, the 80-yea history of one of Ferndale's oldest churches, Drayton
Avenue Presbyterian. She is aautely missed by her colleagues and the many visitors to the
Museum. Her love of Ferndale, and her dedication to dacumenting its unique past, has indeed
eaned her arespeded placein the anals of southeastern Michigan history.

Got Some Spare Time?

Why not voluntee at the
Ferndale Historica Society Museum?

A greda way to lean abou Ferndale
History and have fun at the same time!

Contad:
Ray White (248) 541-2476

Memorial Day Observances
Parade 10:00 AM
Memorial Service 11:.00 AM

Plesse plan to attend the Memorial Day
parade. Be sureto ndicethe memorial brick
walkway in the Veterans Memorial areaon
Livernois.  Coffee ad cookies a the
Museum following the memorial service -
Everyoreisinvited!

Ched it out!

The Museum Shop

Museum T-Shirt (9 Mile Intersection) $2000
Museum T-Shirt (Crows Nest Logd  $1500
Cole's "Ferndde d Yesteryea™ $2000
"Old Timers Tell It...." Hard cover $1500

Schmidt's “Tough aNails..” $4500
Wells' “Father, Ford, $5 a dg.”  $1500
Afghars $3500
] ] ] Historical Calenda 2005 $800
Shirley Ahlgrim, Exeautive Seaetary, Ferndale
City Hall, shows off the Fendde Historica | Seabe®DDayCaenda $1000
Society’s new, permanent display case locaed in | Post Cards (5 Desigrs) 75 ea
the City Hall entrance Maintained by Society Museum Note-Card Pack $400

voluntea Sherry Wells, this prominent display
will include rotating exhibits of Ferndale history | *Lager Shirt Sizes dightly more.

memorabili a e well as an array of itemsfor salein All tems are availabe & the
the gift shopat the Ferndale Historica Museum. Ferndae Historical Museum

Conddences: The Society extends its sncere sympathy to Geor gette Daly and her family in
the loss of Donald Daly, husband and father. Georgette is a dedicated Museum voluntee.
She and Don have been long-time suppater of Society adivities.

$FRDGY7RIFOQMEY

The Ferndale Historicd Museum owes its very existence to the many volunteas whao
enthusiasticdly suppat its adivities. For her efforts this past year, spedal thanks are extended
to former Board president, June Kotlarek. Voluntees who conscientiously show up or
Monday workdays or various other weekdays, and are due heatfelt appredation, include Betty
Blank, Ellen Hill, Georgette Daly, Lucille Dean, Frank Flores, Phyllis Hill, Marian
Kangas, David Lungu, Diane O’ Neill, Victor Paul, Carolyn Steger, Sylvia Thomas, Sherry
Wells, Mary White, and Ray White. Two graduate students in the Information
Sciences/Archives program at Wayne State University, Melissa Allen and Karen Robertson,
devoted courtless hous to evaluating and caaloging the museum'’s coll edions; to them, the
Society acords them well -deserved spedal cognition and grateful thanks.



