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LANDMARK BUILDINGS IN THE CIVILIZING OF FRONTIER FERNDALE
- Jean Spang

The story of early 20th-Century Ferndale reads like a script for a Saturday matinee serial western: Roving bandits distracting
homeowners then robbing their houses. A Deputy Sheriff gunned down at Woodward/Nine by a grocery store robber who had stolen
$3.88 (in pennies). A village commissioner dismissed from office for “an offense under a village ordinance.™ An entire Commission
recalled for “failure to perform their official duties for the best interest of the Village.™ The Ku Klux Klan burning crosses in front
yards. The Purple Gang holed up in a rumored hidecut on Pinecrest near Marshall. And then, at last, a former Texas Ranger, Officer
Mike Burkart, complete with horse, arrives to help the Ferndale Police Department save the day (total Force, 1920: §; office, a
“booth” at WoodwardNine).

At the time, the Village of Ferndale had a population of 2,640 (U.S. Census 1920}, four telephones,** one newspaper, one school,
one church, and no permanent seat of government. [t also had dedicated residents who, in laying the groundwork for civic and
religious institutions, were to construct landmark buildings that served as meeting places for various groups and activities that were to
play an integral role in establishing Ferndale as a viable incorporated city in 1928.

The “Ferndale Boosters™ (today's Chamber of Commerce), organized in 1916, focused on “boost{ing] the movement for
incorporation of the Village” and “its betterment.”™ Service clubs and lodges, dedicated to improving community life, quickly
followed-each constructing a meeting place for their respective members: The Masons, formed in 1920, built their Temple (now the
Via Nove site) at Nine/Planavon in 1924, the same year that the Oddfellows (L.O.O.F) built a hall (now the Elks Club) at
WoodwardVester. By late 1924, a newly organized Rotary Club was meeting in Oddfeliows Hall, second floor; and the Exchange
Club, in the Methodist Chuarch.

[nitial meeting places for the earliest religious groups were makeshift. The interdenominational Christian Assembly of Femdale
met in Central School's basement, as did two families of pioneer Episcopalians. The Baptists met first in a storefront on Nine Mile,
then in a building where the post office is today. From the Porter Farm (Nine/Woodward), Catholics bought a chicken coop, which
they moved to the present
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